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has tiny lines at the edges of his eyes. But that smiie? Those eyes? It's really him.
And his one condition being me eating something before he takes me to my

dragons'? It's the most Brennan move ever.

Not that Tairn ever waits for permission, which means

" 1, too, think yoLt need tr.t eat sontething. " Tairn's low. arrogant voice fills my
head.

"Yeah, yeah," I reply in kind, mentaliy reaching out for r\ndarna again as one

of the kitchen workers hurries by, offering a quick smile to Brennan.

There's no response from Andarna, bu1 I can feel the shimmering bond
between us, though it's no longer golden like her scales. I can't quite get a mental
picture, but my brain is still a little groggy. She's sleeping again, which isn't odd

after she uses up all her energ) to stop time, and after what happened in Resson.

she probabiy needs to sleep for the next week or so.

"You'r,e barely said a word, you know." Brennan tilts his head just like he

used to when he was trying to solve a problem. "It's kind of creepy."
"Watching me eat is creepy," I counter after I swallow, my voice still a little

hoarse.

'And?" He shrugs shamelessly. a dimple flashing in his cheek when he grins.

It's the only boyish thing left about him. "A few days ago, I rvas pretty sure I'd
never qet to watch you do, well. anltthing again." He takes a huge bite. Guess

his appetite is still the same, which is oddly comforting. "You're welcome, by the

rvar,,. for the mending. Consider it a twenty-flrst-birthdav present."
"Thank vou."'lhat's right. I slept right through my birthday.And I'm sure my

lying in bed on the brink of death was more than enough drama for evervone
in this castle. house. whatever it's called.

Xaden's cousin, Bodhi. strides into the kitchen. dressed in uniform. his arm
in a sling and his cloud of black curls freshly trimmed.

"Lieutenant Colonel Aisereigh." Bodhi says, handing a folded missive to
Brennan. "This just came in from Basgiath. The rider will be here until tonight if
you want to reply." He offers me a smile, and I'm struck again at how closely he

resembles a softer version of Xaden.With a nod to my brother, he turns and leaves.

Basgiath? Another rider here? How many are there? Exactly how big is
this revolution?

Questions lire off in my head faster than I can find my tongue. "Wait. You're
a lieutenant colonel? And who is Aisereigh?" I ask. Yeah, because /izar is the
most important inquiry to make.

"I had to change my last name for obvious reasons." He glances at me and
unfolds the missive, breaking a blue wax seal.'And you'd be amazed at how fast
you get promoted when everyone above you continues to die," he says, then
reads the letter and curses, shoving it into his pocket. "I have to go meet with
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of three or more. He can't see the outcome of any battle they're present for. so

he's never been able to "see" them organizing to flght here.

There are certain aspects of Riorson House, from its defensible position
carved into the mountainside to its cobblestone floors and steel-enforced double
doors in the entryway. that remind me of Basgiath. the war college I've called
home since my mother rvas stationed there as its commanding general. But
that's where the similarities end.'Ihere's actual art on the walls here, not just
busts of war heroes displayed on stands, and I'm pretty sure that's an authentic
Poromish tapestry hanging across the hall from where Bodhi and Imogen stand

in tl-re opcn doorrval,.

Imogen puts her finger to her lips, then motions at me to join in the empty
place between her and Bodhi. I take it. noticing Imogen's half-shaved hair
has been recently dyed a brighter pink while I've been resting. Clearly she's

con.rfortable here. tsodhi, too. Thc only signs that either has been in a battle are

the sling cradling Bodhi's fractured arm and a split in Iniogen's lip.
"Someone has to state the obvious." an older man with an evepatch and a

hawkish nose says from the far end of a table that consumes the length of the
two-story room. Tufts of thinning grav hair frame the deep lines in his iightly
tanned. weathered skin, his jowls hanging down like a wildebeest. He leans back
in his chair, placing a thick hand on his rounded bellv.

The table could easily accommodate thirty people. but only flve sit along
one side. all dressed in rider black, perched slightly ahead of the door, at an angle

where they'd have to turn fully to see us-which they don't. Brennan pacc.s irr

front of the table but not at an angle he can easily spot us, either.
Mv heart lurches into my throat, and I realize it's going to take sonre

time to get used to seeing Brennan alive. He's somehow exactly the same as I
remember-and yet different. But here he is-living. breathing. currently glaring
at a map of the Continent on the long wall. the map's size only rivaled by the
one in the Battle Brief lecture hall at Basgiath.

And standing in front of that map- one arrn leaning against a massive chair
as he stares down the table at its occupants. is Xaden.

He looks good. elen with bruises marring the tawny-brown skin under his
eyes from lack of sleep. The high slopes of his cheeks, the dark eyes that usually
soften whenever they meet mine, the scar that bisects his brow and ends beneath
his eye, the swirlin,e. shimmerin-e relic that ends at liis jaw. and the carved lines of
the mouth I knou,as well as my own all add up to make him physically fucking
perfect to me. and that's just his face. His body? Somehow even better. and the
way he uses it when he has me in his arms-

Nope. I shake mv head and cut off my thoughts right there. Xaden may be
gorgeous. and powerful, and terrifyingly lethal-which shouldn't be the turn-
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6 ,resh{ rL r

The quiet that falls on the room is telling. Xaden commands as much respcct
frour the Assemblv of this revolution as he does at Basgiath. I don't recognize
any of the other riders besides Brennan, but I'd bet Xaden is the most powerful
in the room. given their silence.

"For now," Tairn reminds me with the arrogance onl1, a hundred years of
being one of the most formidable battle dragons on the Continent can provide.

"Instruct the huntans to bring voLt Ltp to the valley once the politics are finishe.d."
''There had better be a solution. lf we can't supply the drifts with enough

weaponry to really fight in the next year. the tide will shift too far to ever hope
of holding the venin advance at bay," Siiver Beard notes. "This all will have
been for nothing."

My stomach pitches. A year'? We're that close to losing a war I knew nothins
about a few davs ago?

'As I said, I'm working on a diplomatic solution for the luminary"-
Brennan's tone sharpens-"and vi.e're so wildly off topic I'm not sure this is the
same meeting."

"l vote we take Basgiath's luminary." Battle-Ax suggests. "If we're that close

to losing this war, there's no other option."
Xaden shoots Brennan a look that I can't decipher, and I breathe deeply as

it hits me-he probably knows my own brother better than I do.

And he kept hirn from me. Of all the secrets he hid. that's the one I can't
quite swallow.

"And what would you have done --ith the knowletlge had he shured it? " Tairn
asks.

"Stop bringing logic into an emotional argument." I fold my arms across my
chest. It's m1r heart that won't fully let my head forgive Xade..

"We've been over that,'' Brennan savs with flnality. "If we take Basgiath's
forging device, Navarre can't replenish their stores at the outposts. Countless
civilians will die if those wards fall. Do any of you want to be responsible for
that l"

Silence reigns.

"Then rve agree," Hawk Nose says. "Until we can suppl.v the drifts. the cadets

have to return."

oh.
"They're talking about us." I whisper.That's why we're standing out of their

direct sight.

Bodhi nodl
"You're uncharacteristically quiet, Suri." Brennan notes, glancing at the

wide-shouldered brunette with olive skin and a single streak of silver in her
hair, her nose twitching like a fox. sitting next to him.
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slightlv closer to me.'As brutal of a custom as it may be."
Mv gaze whips to meet Xaden's. What the hell is she talking about?

''I still don't understand that particular decision." Hawk Nose adds.

"Decision was simple. She's rnorth a dozen of me." Xaden says, and my
breath catches at the intensity in his eyes. If I didn't know better. I'd think he
rleans it.'And I'm not talking about her signet. I would have told her evervthing
discussed here anvwa1,. so an open door is a moot point."

A spark of hope flares to life in my chest. Mavbe he really is done keeping
secrets.

"She's General Sorrensail's daughter." Battle-Ax points out. frusrration clear
in her voice.

"And I'n-r the general's son." Brennan argues.

'AncJ vou've more than proven your loyalty over the last sir years!" Battle-
Ax shouts. "She hasn'tl"

Anger heats my neck. flushing up to mv face. The),'re talking about me like
I'm not even here.

''She fought at our side at Resson." Bodhi tenses as his voice rises as rvell.
"She should be conflned." Suri's face turns downright ruddy as she pushes

arvrr,v from the tablc and stands, her gaze jumping to the silver half of my hair
tl-rat forms my coronet braid. "She can ruin us all with what she knows."

"Agreed." Hawk Nose joins her with palpable loathing aimed in my direction.
"She's too dangerous not tcl keep prisoner."

The muscles of rny sromach tense. but I mask mv expression like I've seen

Xaden do countless times and leave my hands at my sides, close to my sheathed
daggers. My body might be frail, my joints undependable. bu1 rny aim with a knile
is lethally accurate. Jhere's no fucking rvay l'rn going to let them cage me here.

I scan each of the Assembly members, assessing which is the biggest threat.
Brennan rises to his full height. "Knowing that she's bonded to Tairn, rvhose

bonds get deeper with each rider and whose previous bond was already so strong
that Naolin's death nearly killed him? Knowing we fear he'll die if she does nou,?
That because of that, Riorson's life is tied to hers?" He nods tou,ard Xaden.

Disappointment tastes bitter on mv tongue. ls that all I am to hirn'l Xaden's
weakness'?

"I alone am responsible for Violet." Xaden's voice lowers in pure malice.
"Arrd if I'm not enough. there are not one but /u,o dragons who have already
vouched for her integrity.^'

Enough is enoush.
"S/ze is standing right here," I snap, and an unflattering amount of satisfaction

courses through me at the number of jarvs that drop in front of me.,.So stop
talking aboul me and try talking to me."
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It is th.e valie-v aho.ie Riorson Flouse, heated by natural thermal
energy, that is its greatest asset. For there lie the original hatching
grounds c,{ the Dubhrnadinn Line, frorn r.vhich tu,o of the greatest

dragons of our time-Codagh and Thirn-descend.

--Cor-olrl Kaonr's Frsln GulnE. To f)RAGoNKrr.\r)

CHAPTER
TW0

shut the tall door behind me before rnoving torvard Brennan. Ihls,meeting is

definitely not open to the public.

"Did you eat enough?" He rests on the edge of the table like he used to when
we were kids. The move is so...him. and as for the question, I ignore it entirely.

"So this is where you've been the last six years'/" My voice threatens to break.
I'm so glad he's alive. That's all that should matter. But I can't forget the vears
he's let nre grieve for him, either.

"Yes." His shoulders drop. "I'm sorry I let you believe I was deacl. It was
the onlv rvay."

Cue awkward silence. What am I supposed to say to that? /tls all right, but
not really? There's so much I want to sav to him. so much I need to ask. but
suddenly the years rve've been apart feel...delining. Neither of us is the same
person.

"You look different." He smiles, but it's sad. "Not in a bad way. Just...
different."

"I was fourteen the last time you saw me." I grimace. ',I think I'm still the
same height. I used to hope I'd get a last-minute growth spurt, bu1 alas. here I
am."

"Here you are." He nods slowly. "I always pictured vou in scribe colors. but
you look good in black. Gods..." He sighs. "The relief I felt when I heard you,d

survived Threshing is indescribable."

REEE

"You knew?" My eyes flare. F
''I knew. And then Riorson s

looks away and clears his throat
-I'm so damned glad you're healer

The relief in his eyes takes some r

-'Mira helped." That's putting
'-The armor?" he guesses co;

delicate weight of my dragon-sca

I nod. "She had it made. She

tbr her."
-I hope it was useful."
I think back to l-he naive- s

eventhing she survived in the cr

soman I am now."It was-'

His smile falters and he elaE
--Speaking from experience- I-

alire."There's no point minci.ns c

He flinches "Guess I desen.
And I guess that ansr*-ers pto
-Hos' exactlv are You alir e- Br

mr amls -Where is }Iarbh.) S};
home.r"

-One at a time.'' He holds up I

a rune-shaped scar on his palrm h
He q-as-" His jau'flexes

-Tairn's prelious rider-- I sur

rhat to Brennan. "fle q-as the sipl

Frrrtessor Kaori." Mu heart sints
'lle x'ill no longer speok af fir.

-A. corner of Brennan's mouth
ff,trDg his head to hold mv _saze--
rr-ke up on a cliffside not farfror
.ilit e- [rrc- and the other draeoos- .

]re L-)ther drasons here. and tler:
:he r-aller-- then later *ith the uiri

\fr bros-furross as I tn- to
D*--x l-

-He-s been in the valler sitl
{-a"ierna q-ith Tairn- Sgaesl- aa"i,-

-That's u-here Xaden has treer
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